Best Practices for Alteryx Documentation
From Documentation of Workflow
https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Alteryx-Designer-Discussions/Documentation-of-Workflow/m-p/362236


Within the Alteryx workflow:
Tool palette tab for Documentation:
· Tool Container: groups different steps within the workflow
· Comment Tool: add comment boxes

Alteryx will automatically build annotations on some tools (such as the filter tool) but not all.

"Automated documentation":
· It is possible to analyze the a workflow using another workflow which could generate a document with key information in; but this would be a lengthy process
· An Alteryx workflow is an xml file; so therefore can be inputted and parsed using Alteryx.
· There is one resource that will help you get started if this is something you want to look at, in the sample workflows > scripting and automation > batch macros > count number of tools.
· To me documentation should always be done by the owner and developer of the workflow. This human element to documentation will make it much more transferable than if a computer were to generate this information. You know your objective, and the objectives of a group of tools; the computer does not.
· As mentioned this is possible but I would never recommend this automatic documentation method;


Documentation Process, from BenMoss:

Here's a couple of resources that we use to help aid the documentation process

1) Firstly we have a documentation template, this template is hosted on our Alteryx gallery, but we also ask users to save it to the following location...
C:\Program Files\Alteryx\Samples\en\Learning Guide
This means when users open Alteryx Designer, not only does the learning guide workflow open, but also the template.




2) Secondly, we provide our users with an example of this template in use, which I have also attached (I've had to delete inputs and outputs as they point to our internal DB).
 
Again this is hosted on our gallery for users.



[image: 2019-01-29_12-08-12.png]

3) We also actively monitor that users are correctly filling in the meta info tab of their workflows using the MongoDB behind our Alteryx Server. This includes ensuring there is a link to an external word document which outlines key details behind the workflow including the input schema, output schema, what the purpose is and so on.
 
I've attached the template work doc to this post.
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4) Post by Claje:
@BenMoss's suggestions are fantastic, and I highly recommend following them.
 
I wanted to shout out a really cool project that some folks are working on right now as well: Alteryx Auto Documentation.  This is a really cool Engine Works Blog (and Alteryx workflow!) that is being developed with the intention of creating documents with information about a workflow which can then be consumed outside of Alteryx (it builds PDFs).

I think this tool is really promising so far, and I'd definitely recommend checking it out as you pursue documentation options.


5) Alteryx Auto Documentation:

Community > Blogs > Engine Works Blog > Auto Documentation
https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Engine-Works-Blog/Auto-Documentation/ba-p/344528

The story of the community-driven initiative to create an app that documents the contents of an Alteryx workflow

· What if there was a way to automatically generate a catalog of all the summarizations and formulas that are being used in a massive workflow, so that I can quickly audit what transformations are happening?

· How can we successfully communicate to others what a workflow entails, without having to take screenshots and manually write out a description of the workflow’s actions? Moreover, what do we do when that level of auditing doesn’t suffice for regulatory bodies?

· What if we had an easier way to visualize the transformation path a particular data field went through from a workflow’s input all the way down to its output?

The challenges around workflow documentation come up in the solutions center; it is the targeted topic of conversation from an excited customer; it is pitched to me from another Alteryx employee over an after-work glass of wine as an “I heard this really great idea from a customer today” conversation. Ok, universe… I’m paying attention.

Well, on this idea, the Alteryx universe has really kicked it up a notch. Not only have you (our beloved customers) given us some great food for thought around the importance of being able to audit your workflows and document the data transformations, but we have a clever group of customers cooking up something really special. Understanding that we in the Alteryx Development Center (here in lovely Broomfield, Colorado) can’t always move as fast as we want to on all the great product ideas we hear from you, they have decided that this sounds like a problem that the Alteryx product itself can help to solve.

· we have a clever group of customers cooking up something really special.
· This crafty crew of users has been collaborating to bring the Alteryx community a crowd-sourced project for building a solution in Alteryx with Alteryx. I am excited to share with you all today, project AAD (Automated Alteryx Documentor). This customer-led initiative starts here, with a beta version of this customer-created Alteryx app.
· Huge kudos and credits go out to all of those involved to make this a reality: Raz Nistor and Kevin Maroney with Keyrus; Bryan Adel, Zach Brookler, Jean Schiele and Richard Balter with Express Scripts; Northern NJ User Group for their ideas and support! You are all rock stars!


Next steps
 
This initial workflow will be hosted on GitLab. Improvements and updates will be incorporated into the primary version, and the plan is to release the Automated Alteryx Documentor to the Public Gallery once the app is in a great working state! From there, Alteryx users all over the world can take advantage of an automated way to include documentation as part of their workflow.

KatieH, Alteryx
Posted December 2018
Katie Haralson 
Sr. Manager, Product Management
Alteryx Development Center (here in lovely Broomfield, Colorado) 
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Alteryx Documentation Template.docx
Detail the workflow name and then use this as a hyperlink to the workflow on the gallery. For example...



Workflow Name



Purpose



This section should outline the primary action of the worflow and what outputs it generates. For example…



This workflow is designed to consolidate monthly orders data which is placed in the IBN_Data folder on dropbox and push the resulting table to an orders table in myIBNPlayground.



Schedule



Only complete this section if their is a schedule. Here we should specify information regarding any schedule that has been created on Alteryx Server for this workflow. For example...



The workflow is scheduled to run hourly, in-line with the refresh schedule of the data returned by the API.



Inputs



Only complete this section if your workflow has inputs. Here, for each input, we should specify the location and file that it connects too, and the input schema for this file(s) each input should have a sub-section header, with the name for that tool and it’s ID. For example…



AllReturns - 37



This input takes a single .csv file and inputs it as a data stream. This .csv file is named ‘AllReturns’ and should exist in the following location ‘IBN_Data\Monthly Orders’. The file is overwritten with the entire returns history for orders every month and contains duplicate records which should be removed.



The table should have the following schema:



		Field Header

		Data Type

		Field Size



		Returned

		V_WString

		254



		OrderID

		V_WString

		254









Outputs

Only complete this section if your workflow has outputs. Here, for each output, we should specify the location and file/database that the data is being written too, and the output schema. Each output should have a sub-section header, with the name for that tool and it’s ID. For example…



MyIBNPlayground.LiveBikePoint - 31



This output writes a table to stacked.theinformationlab.co.uk in the myIBNPlayground schema and the table is called ‘LiveBikePoint’. 

The output option is set to ‘Overwrite Existing (Drop)’ in order to create a table with just the latest information.

The stream being passed into the output should have the following schema:



		Field Header

		Data Type

		Field Size



		ID

		V_WString

		2048



		TerminalName

		V_WString

		2048



		Name

		V_WString

		2048



		Latitude

		Double

		8



		Longitude

		Double

		8



		Temporary

		Bool

		1



		InstallDate

		DateTime

		19



		Installed

		Bool

		1



		RemovalDate

		DateTime

		19



		Locked

		Bool

		1



		NumberBikes

		Int64

		8



		NumberDocks

		Int64

		8



		NumberEmptyDocks

		Int64

		8







Error Handling



You should only complete this section if you have used any tools which will trigger an error or warning message in your workflow, such as the test or message tools. For each test you have built in you should include a sub-section detailing the test name and it’s ID, whilst also providing information regarding why the error occurs and what one may do to resolve the issue.



Response Error - 18



The tool ‘Response Error’ or ‘18’ is designed to test that the API request from the download tool has returned a ‘200 OK’ response. If the response returned is something else the workflow will fail to process as the data returned in the download data field will not be in the correct format to flow through the rest of the workflow. 
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Alteryx Workflow Template.yxmd
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Last modified by: EMAILADDRESS
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       Alteryx Workflow Template
       This workflow is designed to be used as a starting point for all Alteryx designer content that is published to the Alteryx Server.

Users should make use of this workflow template by accessing it from within Alteryx Designer, by navigating to 'File' > 'Open Workflow' > 'IBN gallery.theinformationlab.co.uk' and then search 'IBN Template'.

When saving your work make sure you navigate to 'Save As' in order to not overwrite the template.
       
       
       
       
       
       Ben Moss
       The Information Lab
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Alteryx Workflow Template Example.yxmd
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           Returned = "No"
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               Right Count != 0
               #1
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               0
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           Right Count != 0
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       Alteryx Workflow Template Example
       This workflow is designed to consolidate monthly orders data which is placed in the IBN_Data folder on dropbox and push the resulting table to an orders table in myIBNPlayground.
       
       
       
       
       
       Ben Moss
       Administrator
       
       
       
         
         
      
    
     
       
       
         After Run With Errors: Email to benjamin.n.moss@gmail.com
         AfterError
         
         smtp-relay.gmail.com
         gallery@theinformationlab.co.uk
         benjamin.n.moss@gmail.com
         %AppName%: %Module% - %NumErrors% Errors
         User: %User%
ComputerName: %ComputerName%
WorkingDir: %WorkingDir%
Errors: %NumErrors%
ConversionErrors: %NumConvErrors%
Warnings: %Warnings%

%OutputLog%

         
      
    
  



