
Alteryx Core Certification 
Training Series
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Training Series by Week

Reading and Writing Data1

Data Blending and Formatting2

Data Preparation3

Transforming and Parsing Data4

User Interface (UI), Documentation and Workflow Configuration 5

Core Certification Exam Preparation6
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LEVELS OF CERTIFICATION
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CORE BASIC
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CORE

COMPREHENSIVE
=
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TOPICS ON THE EXAM

Browse         Input Data      Output Data    Text Input      DateTime  Text to Columns  Comment    Tool Container

Append Fields  Find Replace      Join Union      Count Records   Cross Tab      Summarize     Transpose

Data Cleansing      Filter            Formula           Sample          Select       Select Records       Sort            Unique
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Reading Data
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Where Can Alteryx Designer Read Data From?

• Manually entered data

• Microsoft Excel

• Local and networked files

• Databases

• Web services
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How to Connect to a File with
the INPUT DATA Tool

• Local

– Path to file (absolute or relative)

– File must be unlocked

• Network

– Log into network

– URI or Mapped Drive
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Reading in Excel Data

Table options:

– Sheets

– Named ranges

– List of sheet names
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Alteryx Designer Parses Data to Tables

Record (Row)

Field (Column)
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Viewing Data in the Workflow Results Window

Input (Data going into tool) Output (Data coming out of tool)
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Viewing Log Messages in Results Window

Results – Workflow - Messages

– Click canvas whitespace for workflow messaging.

– Different levels of messages (Errors, Conv Errors, Warnings, Messages)

– Click the tool name to select the tool

– Click an input or output file name to open file with the native application
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Connecting to CSV Files
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CSV Input Settings

• Path to file

• File Format CSV

• Delimiters

– Use characters for comma (,), period (.), and pipe (|)

– For none use backslash zero (\0)

– For tab use backslash (\t)

• Set the max field length for all fields, default is 
254

• Set Ignore behavior
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Reading Multiple Files with a Wildcard
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Reading Multiple Files with a Wildcard

Use wildcards to modify the PATH field: 

– asterisk (*) zero or more characters

– question mark (?) one character

san-francisco-*.csv matches

– san-francisco-2013.csv

– san-francisco-2012.csv

– san-francisco-2011.csv

los-angeles-county-201?.csv 
matches

– los-angeles-county-2013.csv

– los-angeles-county-2012.csv

– los-angeles-county-2011.csv
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Reading Multiple Files with Dynamic 
Input
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Configuring the Dynamic Input

Drop a Dynamic Input tool after the Input Data 
tool and set up an Input Template:

1. Click Edit: 

– Select an Excel workbook 

– Choose a sheet

2. Select the Read a List of Data Sources option

3. Set Field to Sheet Names
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Visualizing Dynamic Input
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Visualizing Dynamic Input
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Writing Data
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What File Types Can We Write To?

• Most of the input types, including: 

– Alteryx DB

– Excel 

– Tableau (hyper and .tde)

– Qlik

• Additional output types: 

– PDF

– Word 

– Power Point

– More…

• Create a new file

• Overwrite an existing file

• Append to an existing file

• Create batch reports (write separate files / sheets 
/ tables based on criteria)

• Email results
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Reading and Writing Data: Alteryx 
Designer Training



Confidential │ ©2021 Alteryx, Inc.25

Additional Resources
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Tool Mastery Series

• Take a deeper dive into the tools on the Alteryx Community

Browse

T h i s  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  m e a n t  t o  g i v e  y o u  a  d e e p e r  m a s t e r y  o f  e a c h  t o o l ,  

w i t h  a  w r i t e - u p  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s ,  o p t i o n s  a n d  w o r k i n g  e x a m p l e s  f o r  d o w n l o a d .

I n p u t  
D a t a

h t t p s : / / c ommun i t y. a l t e r y x . c om / t 5 / A l t e r y x - D e s i g n e r - K n ow l e d g e -
B a s e / To o l - M a s t e r y - I n p u t - D a t a / t a - p / 3 6 9 0 9

h t t p s : / / c ommun i t y. a l t e r y x . c om / t 5 / A l t e r y x - D e s i g n e r - K n ow l e d g e -
B a s e / To o l - M a s t e r y - B r ow s e / t a - p / 1 2 0 8

O u t p u t  
D a t a

h t t p s : / / c ommun i t y. a l t e r y x . c om / t 5 / A l t e r y x - D e s i g n e r - K n ow l e d g e -
B a s e / To o l - M a s t e r y - O u t p u t - D a t a / t a - p / 3 0 0 2 3

Te x t  
I n p u t

h t t p s : / / c ommun i t y. a l t e r y x . c om / t 5 / A l t e r y x - D e s i g n e r - K n ow l e d g e -
B a s e / To o l - M a s t e r y - Tex t - I n p u t / t a - p / 3 6 9 2 1

D y n a m i c  
I n p u t

h t t p s : / / c ommun i t y. a l t e r y x . c om / t 5 / A l t e r y x - D e s i g n e r - K n ow l e d g e -
B a s e / To o l - M a s t e r y - D y n am i c - I n p u t / t a - p / 2 4 9 4 6

https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Alteryx-Designer-Knowledge-Base/Tool-Mastery-Input-Data/ta-p/36909
https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Alteryx-Designer-Knowledge-Base/Tool-Mastery-Browse/ta-p/1208
https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Alteryx-Designer-Knowledge-Base/Tool-Mastery-Output-Data/ta-p/30023
https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Alteryx-Designer-Knowledge-Base/Tool-Mastery-Text-Input/ta-p/36921
https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Alteryx-Designer-Knowledge-Base/Tool-Mastery-Dynamic-Input/ta-p/24946
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Reading and Writing Data Review: Poll 
Questions
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POLL QUESTION 1

• A: 1,050,000  

• B: 10,000,000

• C: 1 GB

• D: No limit

• What is the maximum number of records 
Alteryx can read in from a data source? 
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POLL QUESTION 1

ANSWER • A: 1,050,000  

• B: 10,000,000

• C: 1 GB

• D: No limit

• What is the maximum number of records 
Alteryx can read in from a data source? 
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POLL QUESTION 2

• A: C:\Users\Documents\file.csv 

• B: 1.25.10.14\file.csv

• C: Z:\SharedFolder/file.csv

• D: .\file.csv

• Which is an example of a relative file 
path?
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POLL QUESTION 2

ANSWER • A: C:\Users\Documents\file.csv 

• B: 1.25.10.14\file.csv

• C: Z:\SharedFolder/file.csv

• D: .\file.csv

• Which is an example of a relative file 
path?
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POLL QUESTION 3

• True

• False
• True/False:

• Alteryx enables you to output data to 
specific cells in an Excel file?
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POLL QUESTION 3

ANSWER • True

• False
• True/False:

• Alteryx enables you to output data to 
specific cells in an Excel file?
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CORE CERT. PREP GUIDE

2

ALTERYX COMMUNITY

3

ADDITIONAL EXERCISES

1

Review and complete the Prep Guide 

for Core Certification:

https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Certi

fication/bd-p/product-certification

Try Weekly Challenges, post your 

questions, search discussion forums, 

read Knowledge Base articles at:

https://community.alteryx.com

Download and complete the exercises 

for this week:

https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Wee

kly-Challenge/bd-p/weeklychallenge

Resources for Practice

https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Certification/bd-p/product-certification
https://community.alteryx.com/
https://community.alteryx.com/t5/Weekly-Challenge/bd-p/weeklychallenge
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Thank you 

alteryx.com


